
 
 

Year 3 Phonics/Spelling rules  

Information about 
Read Write Inc spelling 
 
Once children have 
progressed through the 
Read Write Inc phonics 
scheme we move onto 
spelling patterns 
through the school 
from year 2 to year 6.  
 
Children have daily 
spelling lessons where 
they learn the spelling 
rules and focus on 
common exception 
words specific to their 
year group.  
 
They carry out daily 
activities such as 
identifying the dots and 
dashes within the 
words building on their 
learning during 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 
RWI Spelling book – 
unit 1: 
Adding the prefixes dis- 
and in 

 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 2:  
Adding im- to root 
words beginning with 
m or p. 

RWI Spelling book – 
special focus 1: Words 
containing silent letters  
 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 3:  
Adding the suffix -ous. 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 4:  
Adding the suffix -ly. 

Week 6 Week 7  Week 8  Week 9 Week 10 

RWI Spelling book – 
special focus 2: 
homophones 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 5: Words ending in 
-ture. 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 6 Adding -ation to 
verbs to form nouns 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
special focus 3: the 
letter ‘y’ as an ‘i’ sound 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 7: Words with the 
c sound spelt ch. 

Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 15 Week 15 
RWI Spelling book – 
unit 8: Words with the 
sh sound spelt ch. 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
special focus 4: 
homophones 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 9: Adding the suffix 
-ion. 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 10: Adding the 
suffix -ian. 
 

RWI spelling book 
Unit 11: Adding the 
prefix re-. 
 

Week 17 Week 18 Week 19 Rest of the school year 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 12: Adding the 
prefix anti-. 
 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 13: Adding the 
prefix super- 
 

RWI Spelling book – 
unit 14 Adding the 
prefix sub- 
 

Recap spelling sounds 
and common exception 
words for year 3 and 4.   
 

 

Common exception words are taught weekly – through phonics reading, whole class reading sessions and within each spelling 
unit. 



phonics; applying the 
words into sentences; 
exploring the changes 
to the words through 
adding suffixes and 
prefixes and fun games 
to help them to 
remember the rules for 
different spelling 
patterns.  
 
All children will take 
home weekly spellings 
to learn and be tested 
once a week on no 
more than 6 spellings.   
  

 

 


